Memoir Videos  
Creating Your Very Own Personal Biography
By Kim S. Williamson
Published memoirs of movie stars and other celebrities crowd the bookshelves at bookstores.. Also popular are documentary style biographies, featured on the Biography Channel, further memorializing the lives of famous people.  

But what about the rest of us?  Shouldn’t we be able to preserve our stories, our cherished moments, our accomplishments, struggles, in essence, our own personal histories? Don’t our stories matter?  Of course they do, especially to our family, friends, and future generations of loved ones. Just because we are not famous, does not mean our lives are not worth documenting.  Everyone has a story to tell, everyone’s life is precious.
Memoir videos are an easy, affordable way to document your life story.  You can make your own memoir video or you can have a family member help you make a video biography of your life.  If you want a professional touch, you can hire a videographer who specializes in producing Memoir Videos for people just like you.

Memoir videos can be as simple as an interview of a person relating his or her favorite stories, or memorable events in his or her life. Memoir videos can also include cherished photos, old home movies and background music.  Whether it is homemade or professionally videotaped and edited, it is a beautiful and poignant way to preserve your life story. And your family would be honored and very touched to have such a personal gift from you. (Hey, you might even get a kick out of watching it yourself!)

Several years ago, a friend of mine, Copper Love (well known Hill Country artist) asked me to interview her mother, who was one of the “Original” Tivy High School Cheerleaders.  I videotaped an interview, allowing Mrs. Dodie Love (Copper’s mother), to talk about all her memories as a cheerleader.  What was amazing was that she remembered everything as if it were yesterday!  She recalled the names of the coaches, the football players, the other cheerleaders, the teachers. She even remembered the cheers!. 
 I also videotaped Coppers Mom at the special tribute to the Tivy Alumni Cheerleaders at a Tivy football game, where Dodie was on the field along with the rest of the alumni cheerleading squad.  On another occasion I videotaped Dodie at a local peace march, where I interviewed her regarding her opinion about of all the wars she had lived through in her ninety-plus years.  She had a lot to say then too. One of her comments keeps popping up in my mind lately, “war never did anybody any good”.  She was a wise woman.   
A few years ago, I ran into Copper. She thanked me for making the memoir video of her mom, and informed me that her mom had just recently passed on.  When family and friends crowded into Copper’s home for her mother’s wake, Copper pulled out the video and played it - so everyone could see and hear Dodie again, telling her stories, in her own special way.  I know how much that video means to Copper.  As a videographer, it was an honor and a privilege to work with Ms. Dodie Love, a truly remarkable woman.
